








themselves so much in advance, it is a big success. --G.P. Cossato

SWEDEN My book on sf was published just before Christmas. The name
on the thing is simply Secience Fiction. It was published by Sveriges
Radio Fbrlag, price 22:50 SW. kronor (about $4.50), 188 pages very lav-
ishly illustrated. It is for beginners, actually, giving the whole his-
tory of the genre, beginning with the Greeks and going on with special
chapters dealing with horror, sword and sorcery, the woman in sf, utop-
ias, anti-utopias, film, fandom, magazines and so on. I write about sf
in the whole world, not only Britain or the U.S. or Sweden.

It has been very well received here in Sweden, the first printing
in fact sold out in a couple of weeks, and it got a lot of flattering
reviews in magazines and papers here. Negotiations are now under way for
publishing in Germany, the Netherlands, France, Spain and Denmark. A
well-known U.S. paperback publisher has expressed interest, and might
publish it too. I am working on the English translation now. And if it
gets published in the U.S., I hope to see it published in Britain too.

I am currently working, planning rather, at the moment on another
boock on a similar theme: the sf of Victorian times:, the Utopian litera-
ture, the then current dreams about the boundless future and the fantas-
tic inventions and the fantastic literature which came out of this. This
book will be published in Sweden late this year; I hope it will see for-
eign publication too with time.

The well-known Swedish sf magazine Hdpna will probably start again,
under the new name Science Fiction, and with me as editor. We are still
working on details, but I hope to make it a good magazine (of course).
I am locking for good material, it can be "dangerous" and frank, only it
has to be good. There is still a lot to do on the project before the
first issue can come, but work is being done, and I will tell you more
when things have cleared more here. We hope to have the first issue out
this year, anyway.

Interest in sf has risen tremendously here during the last year,
perhaps partly because of my TV series; which, incidentally, many fans
hated but which got very good ratings. So we think this is a good time
to launch a quality sf magazine.

I have quit my position in TV, working instead as a full-time writ-
er in photography and sf, something which I have long wished to do. I
still, however, have contacts with TV and will do two programs a year
for them on a freelance basis. -~-8am J. Lundwall

Lindkvist, the publishing house mentioned in a previous report,
that started an sf series last spring, has continued to bring out sf
novels of varying quality. The latest are: Forgotten Planet by Leinster
Garbage Planet by Platt, Worlds of Tomorrow by Zeigreid, Retief's War by
Laumer, Goblin Reservation by Simak, City of the Chasch by Vance and
When the Star Kings Die by Jakes.

This year's Swedish con, Fancon 70, as you probably know, will be
held in Stockholm at the beginning of May. It's possible that Le der-
niere homme directed by Charles E. Bitsch and the winner at Trieste last
year will be shown then. A committee has been formed in Gothenburg and
will try to hold a Swedish con there in 1971. Eventually there will al-
so be a con held in Lund that year.

And speaking of cons, as most of you hopefully know by now, our
plans concerning a worldcon in Stockholm in 1980 have been changed. With
a new rotation plan there is no longer any reason to wait ten years, so
instead we'll bid for the con in 1976. We hope we have your support!

--Per Insulander



BOOK BIND
by Michael Kenward

The whole state of science fiction publishing in this country
seems to be in a bit of a mess. Books escape rather than being re-
leased with a push. That an author should have to wait more than a
year for his books to go from him to the book-buying public is
appalling. Books are dated before they are even allowed into the fight
for readers.

The worst holdup is at the paperback phase. A book reaches its
biggest buying public at least three years after it was written. Perhaps
an immediate paperback issue, with hardcover editions for libraries
would be a more efficient approach. The paperback market is ten to twen-
ty times larger, in terms of the number of books sold, than the hard-
back market. Libraries may attract readers, but at bock prices just five
times the paperback cover price, it seems that the authors and publish~
ers are giving library readers a heavy subsidy.

When a book finally does stagger into the book shops its troubles
really begin. For a start the only sf readers likely to know what has
just been published are booksellers, librarians, and BSFA members. I
know of just two bockshops that have a fairly comprehensive, but by
no means complete, collection of current sf. And these are in the
middle of London! Specialist shops concentrating on paperbacks do
exist but, as I have already pointed out, these are mostly selling
history books.

And then we come to the books. One big let down! I don't mean the
content, this comes in a wide enough variety for most of us to find
something to taste. But the packaging of sf books -- particularly the
dustjackets -- is pitiful. With the exception of Faber and Hart-Davis
nobody seems to bother. Macdonald's attempt at a variable cover using
a standard format was a valiant attempt; together the books look
interesting enough, but individually they don't succeed. It is the
non-specialist publishers who have come up with the best covers, for
example, Hutchinson's The New SF and Allison and Busby's The Final
Programme.

Paperbacks fare better, with different publishers dominating the
field at different times. Penguin was fine wuntil Aldridge used up his
ideas. Panther then took the lead, but allowed themselves to stagnate
until Sphere took over the position that they now hold.

For publicity the publishers seem to rely on reviews -- not a wise
thing to do with sf books which rarely get reasonable coverage. Occas-
ional advertisements do appear, but so infrequently as to be negligible.
While the Nobel Prize is a little harder to come by than a Hugo, I would
have thought that John Brunner's Stand on Zanzibar Hugo should have giv-
en the publisher a chance to give it a push. At the same time Penguin
could have given Squares of the City some publicity and Sidgwick and
Jackson could have given Quicksand a boost.

Locking at all this, it is surprising that the news of a book's es-
cape ever gets through to the reading public. It's hard work keeping up
with new science fiction!

--reprinted, with permission, from Vector 54
publication of the British Science Fiction
Association
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Other scenes -- Me doing a sour grapes number (trampling them, pro-
ducing only sour wine), being very effectively consoled by an under-
standing Anne, who -- at the drop of a cue -- adopts a thick Irish ac-
cent (or was it Russian?) and tells a long peripatetic tale, the point
of which is "When you're up to your neck in shit, don't shout about it."

Memories of correspondences -- references to hand-holding and prom-
ises to repeat same at next Hugo banquet either of us has a nomination
at. Sure enough, next year, 1969, Anne has a nomination. Again, I of-
fered my hand, again, sadness, rejection. It didn't matter, both of us
had our fingers crossed for Bob Silverberg who hasn't won a Hugo in
thirteen (or is it fourteen) years and needs something to use as a door-
stop in his new home.

Anne McCaffrey, when you get the chance, is fun to hold hands with.
Even more fun is the long and involved correspondences that one can in-
itiate with her because she is the Secretary-Treasurer of SFWA. (For
how much longer she'll hold that office is unknown.)

You can't miss Anne. The first day of the conventicn, sometime in
the early evening, wait in the hotel lobby. Soon, there will be a burst
of excitement rippling through the crowd, and the shout will go up,
"there she is!" Then, sweeping majestically into the foyer, she comes,
always wearing her cloak and her loud and boisterous laugh punctuated
with cries of hello. Trailing behind her is her retinue of relatives,
sons and assorted greats of science fiction who have been delegated the
task of carrying her luggage.

Anne McCaffrey is regal. She is the Queen of Science Fiction.
(One cannot help but suspect that when Anne McCaffrey was a little girl
-- last year -- that she, like Lucy Van Pelt, quite simply decided to be
a queen, and shortly thereafter seized control of the first available
throne. )

Anne's family includes one husband, and three insane children. Al-
ec, the oldest, has beard and long hair and marches on Washington with
all the regularity of the seasons. Todd, the next in line, reads Mad
Magazine and watches Star Trek re-runs, but she keeps him around anyway.
Gigi, the youngest, is just cute.

All three of these offspring have, at various times, as individuals
and as a unified delegation, declared their willingness to leave home if
Anne continues to sing. Despite this reputation as the Florence Foster
Jenkins of Long Island, Anne continues to exercise both her creativity
and her lungs. Her extensive background in theater, both professional
and amateur, has given her an innate sense of what is proper to put be-
fore an audience, and it is this which also guides her as a writer.

The residence, a house which would do Alfred Hitchcock or Shirley
Jackson proud, is a rambling, three story, rusty mansion with ten (count
them) bathrooms and hot and cold running cats. And a dog too. Stray
bums have been known to be invited in for a hot meal and have never been
seen or heard of again. Presumably they have become lost in the cata-
combs and been unable to find their way out.

This masterpiece of gothic horror is located in Sea Cliff, New
York, one of those murky little suburbs that grow like fungi along the
northern coast of Long Island. It is a location appropriately exotic
enough for Anne McCaffrey.

Continued on Page 11 7




ASIMOV GOES HOLLYWOOD
by James A. Juracic

[Isaac Asimov has a new thing going -- the TV interview show. To
date he has appeared on over half a dozen different network and syndica-
ted programs since his hundredth book was published. Here is a report
on one of those appearances.]

On Friday, February 13, Isaac Asimov was one of three guests on
Dick Cavett's late night talk show. The last guest to be called out,
Asimov bounced past a tall stack of his one hundred three books (al-
though only 83 were actually his) and greeted one of the other guests, a
beautiful British actress, with a kiss on the cheek. This prompted Cav-
ett to ask, "Isn't that a bit Hollywood, kissing the lady guest hello?"

Asimov's appearance on the Dick Cavett Show was in connection with
his latest book, The Solar System and Back. Although the title was giv-
en in the TV Guide listing, the book was never actually mentioned on the
air.

One of the things Cavett asked Isaac about was the work habits that
allowed him to write so many books. "I only work when I'm at my type-
writer," he quipped, "If I sit across the room I can't reach the keys."
He then told of the time in the Navy when the stenographic pool unani-
mously vrefused to let him use their typewriters; his typing made them
look bad.

When asked what he had thought of the moon landing last year, he
said that he had been disappointed that no evidence of 1life had been
found. Sam Levinson, one of the other guests, then asked Isaac if he
didn't think that the universe, the motions of the sun, moon and planets
wasn't evidence of the miracle of creation. Asimov's only reply was, "It
would be a miracle if they didn't move."

On the subject of astrology, Cavett asked Asimov to settle once and
for all the question of whether there was any scientific basis for the
belief. Isaac replied that people generally don't want truth or advice;
they want answers, any kind of answer. It doesn't matter if they're
right or wrong, as long as they are firm answers. '...And astrology
guarantees wrong answers. ...Someone once told me that astrologers came
before scientists, and I said, 'Yes, and apes came before men!'"

This appearance and his appearance on the Canadian half-hour, prime
time, science program The Nature of Things on New Years Eve, when he
presided over a discussion of the advances in science in the sixties and
hoped for advances of the seventies, make it plain that Isaac Asimov has
conquered the medium of television. Perhaps the '"Isaac Asimov Show" is
not too far away.







George Pal & Forrest Ackerman

25 OMICRON CETI THREE MEETING at
home of member at 8:30pm. For
info: Joe Isenstadt, 821 N.
Hamilton Ave, Lindenhurst, N.Y.
(ph:516-TU8-8327)

26 NESFA MEETING, see April 12

26 OSFA MEETING at Museum of Sci-
ence & Nat. Hist., Oak Knoll Pk
at Big Bend & Clayton Rds, St.
Louis - the Science Bldg, 3rd
floor, at 2pm. TFor info: Ray
Fisher, 4404 Forest Park, St.
Louis, Mo. 63108

26 OSFiC MEETING in Toronto. For
info: Peter Gill, 18 Glen Manor
Dr, Toronto 13, Canada (ph:69u-
0667)

30-May 3 FANCON 70  in Stockholm
For info: John-Henri Holmberg,

‘lNorrskogsv'égen 8, 112 64 Stock-
holm, Sweden

May

15-17 DISCLAVE at the Skyline Inn
S. Capitol St, Washington, D.C.
For info: Jack Haldeman, 12u44
Woodbourne Ave, Baltimore, Md.
21212

29-31 BOUCHERCON at the
Hotel, Santa Monica,
Adv. reg: $u4, payable to Bruce
Pelz. For info: Box 1, Santa
Monica, Calif. 90406

30-31 NORWESTERCON in Portland,
Ore. For info: Mike Zaharakis
1326 SE 1l4th, Portland, Ore.
97214

Miramar
Calif.

June

14 SF CONFERENCE at the Midlands
Art Centre, Birmingham, England
For info: Peter Weston, 31
Pinewall Ave, Kings Norton,
Birmingham 30, England

18-21 MULTICON 70 at the Skirvin
Hotel, Broadway at Park Ave,
Oklahoma City. Reg: $3.50 pay-
able to Oklahoma Alliance of
Fandom. Guests: Buster Crabbe,
R.A. Lafferty, Jim Harmon, Reed
Crandall. For info: David
Smith, 133 Mercer St, Ponca
City, Okla. 74601

26-28 MIDWESTCON in

10

Cincinnati,

Ohio. Tor info: Lou Tabakow,
3953 St. John's Terr, Cincinn-
ati, Ohio 45236

July

3-5 WESTERCON 23 at the Francisco
Torres, Santa Barbara, Calif.
Adv. reg: $3, payable to Dave
Hulan. For info: P.0. Box uusg
Downey, Calif. 9024l

10-12 ILLICON at Sands Motel, Pe-
oria, Ill. Reg: $2.00. For
info: Don Blyly, 825 W. Russell
Peoria, Ill. 61606

17-19 PgHLANGE Il at the Chatham
Center Motor Inn, Pittsburgh.
GoH: Harlan Ellison. Adv. reg:
$2. Tor info: Linda Bushyager,
5620 Darlington Rd, Pittsburgh,
Pa. 15217

August

21-23 FAN FAIR Il at King Edward
Sheraton Hotel, Toronto, Canada
Guests of honor: Isaac Asimov &
Anne McCaffrey. Membership: $3
For info: Peter Gill, 18 Glen
Manor Dr, Toronto 13, Ontario,
Canada

21-14 HEICON 70 in Heidelberg.
GoH's: Bob Silverberg, Ted Tubb
& Dr. Herbert W. Franke. At-
tending membership DM20,-; Sup-
porting membership DM1lu4,- to
Mrs. Thea Auler, Heicon '70,
D6272 Niedernhausen, Feldberg-
str. 26A, Germany

MEETINGS HELD EVERY WEEK:

ANN ARBOR FANDOM: Wed at Green
House Lounge, East Quad, Univ.
of Mich, Ann Arbor, at 7pm. For
info: Ann Arbor Fandom, 1011
S.A.B., Ann Arbor, Mich. 48104

BALTIMORE SCIENCE-FANTASY GROUP:
Sat. at homes of members. For
info: Jack Chalker, 5111 Liber-
ty Heights Ave, Baltimore, Md.
21207 (ph:301-367-0605)

FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION SOCIETY
OF COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY: Thurs
in the Postcrypt (basement of
St.Paul's Chapel) on the Colum-
bia campus, at 8:30pm. For
info: Eli Cohen, 601 Furnald,



Columbia Univ, New York, N.Y.
10027 (ph:212-663-4653)

LASFS: Thurs at Palms Playground
Recreation Center, 2950 Over-
land Ave, W. Los Angeles, at 8
pm. (ph:838-3838)

MoSFA: Wed in the Student Union,
Univ. of Missouri, Columbia.
For info: Hank Luttrell, 1108

Locust St, Columbia, Mo. 65201

MSU FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION SO-
CIETY: Fri at 8pm in lower
lounge of South Hubbard Hall,
on Michigan State Univ. campus.
For info: Tracie Brown, 551 Al-
bert St., Apt. 9, E. Lansing,
Mich. 48823 (ph:351-6497)

NOSFA: Sat at homes of various
members at 7pm. For info: John
Guidry, 5 Finch St, New Orleans
La. 70124 (ph:282-0L43)

PORTLAND SOCIETY OF  STRANGERS:
Sat at homes of members at 7:30
pm. For info: Mike Zaharakis,
1326 SE 15, Portland, Ore.
(ph:232-8408)

QUANTA LTD: (sf, film fantasy)
Sun at home of Ivor & Deborah
Rogers, 1457 Crooks St, Green
Bay, Wis. 54301 at 3pm

TERMINAL BEACH CLUB: Thurs at SUNY
at Binghamton, at 8:30pm. For
info: Joni Rapkin, 67 Albert
St, Johnson City, N. Y. 13790.

THIRD FOUNDATION: Thurs in base-
ment of the New Student Center,
Wayne State Univ, Detroit, at
7pm. For info: Al Smith, 23491
Beverly, Oak Park, Mich. 48237
(ph:548-3081)

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO SF SOCIETY:
Tues at 7:30pm. For info: Mike
Bradley, 5400 Harper, Atp.1204,
Chicago, Ill. (ph:312-324-3565)

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS SF SOCIETY:
Wed in Room 113 David Kinley
Hall, on Univ. of 1Ill. campus,
at 7:30pm. For info: Larry
Propp, 1010 W. Green St, Apt.
335, Urbana, I1l. 61801 (ph:
332-2241)

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA  SF ASSOC:
Sun at 2pm in Room 45 Skibo,
Carnegie-Mellon campus, 5000
Forbes Ave, Pittsburgh. For
info: Ginjer Buchanan, 5830
Bartlett St, Pittsburgh, Pa.
15217 (ph:421-0175)

Information supplied in this list is the latest availab
to us, including all changes received prior to closing dat

ANNE McCAFFREY: A PROFILE Continued from Page 7

It is here that the Earth Mother/Bitch Goddess of science fiction

lives and works.

From a study lined with countless paperbacks and sev-
eral plaques and Hugos (one of them John Brunner's) she

has produced

such uovels as Restoree, The Ship Who Sang and the aforementioned Drag-

onflight. And others.

In keeping with fan tradition, the McCaffrey home is
Which is a polite way of saying Anne doesn't
But when you've spent a whole day saving the solar

state of constant uproar.
keep house too good.

always in a

system, exploring the Galaxy, and re-aligning the Universe, not to men-
tion beating off the Alien Invasion, as well as handling the SFWA cor-
respondence, who has time to do the dishes?

No matter, it's a fan tradition -- enjoying life is more important
than fitting into the mold. Anne doesn't fit anyone's mold, not even
her own. She 1likes to think of herself as serene and matronly -- and

then destroys
Doctor Asimov.

Never mind about
much fun otherwise.
of age, but because it
badge of your youth, Anne

serene and matronly, Anne -- you're
Your hair is white, Anne, not because it is a badge
is your chosen color, it
McCaffrey, no matron you; instead you are

that impression by trading ribald ripostes with the Good

having too

suits you. It 1is a

truly the White Witch of the Western Hemisphere. 11



Coming Attractions

AMAZING -- July

Serial
ORN by Piers Anthony
Novelette
INVASION OF PRIVACY by Bob Shaw
Short Story
WE KNOW WHO WE ARE by Robert
Silverberg
Cover by PEDERSEN

FANTASTIC -- August

Serial
ALWAYS THE BLACK KNIGHT by Lee
Hoffman
Short Stories
THE GOOD TRIP by Ursula K LeGuin
SAY GOODBYE TO THE WIND by J.G.
Ballard
A GIFT FROM THE GOZNIKS by Gor-
don Eklund
DIRECTIONS INTO THE DARKNESS by
Robert E. Toomey Jr.
MUSIC IN THE AIR by Richard Lup-

off
TREATY by Lincoln Albert
Features
FANTASY TANDOM by J. J. Pierce
FANTASTIC  ILLUSTRATED -- '"2000

A.D. Man" by Jay Kinney
Cover by JEFF JONES from "Direc-
tions into the Darkness"

F&SF -- May

Novelettes
THE FINAL QUARRY by Eric Norden
MURDER WILL IN by Frank Herbert
Short Stories
RUNESMITH by Harlan Ellison and
Theodore Sturgeon
THE FOURTH TENSE OF TIME by Al-
bert Teichner
THE FABULOUS BARTENDER by Paul
Darcy Boles
NOBODY BELIEVES AN INDIAN by G.C
Edmondson
Verse
VOICES ANSWERING BACK:
PIRES by Lawrence Raab
Science
PLAYING THE GAME by Isaac Asimov
Cover by MEL HUNTER
12

THE VAM-

GALAXY -- May
Serial
THE TOWER OF GLASS by Robert
Silverberg
Novelettes
A STYLE 1IN TREASON by James
Blish

THE GOD MACHINE by David Gerrold
WHATEVER BECAME OF THE McGOWANS?
by Michael G. Coney
Short Stories
NEUTRON TIDE by Arthur C. Clarke
TIMESERVER by Avram Davidson
Cover by GAUGHAN from "The Tower
of Glass"

IF -- May

Serial
THE MISSPELLED MAGICIAN by David
Gerrold & Larry Niven
Novelettes
THE REALITY TRIP by Robert Sil-
verberg
THE PIECEMAKERS by Keith Laumer
ZON by Avram Davidson
Short Stories
TROUBLESHOOTER
Coney
HUMAN ELEMENT by Larry Eisenberg
THE NIGHTBLOOMING SAURIAN . by
James Tiptree Jr.
Cover by GAUGHAN from
shooter"

by Michael G.

"Trouble-

MAGAZINE OF HORROR -- Summer

Novelettes
THE NAMELESS OFFSPRING by Clark
Ashton Smith
THE ROAD TO NOWHERE by Robert A.
W. Lowndes
Short Stories
CAMERA OBSCURA by Ted H. Straus
THE BRIDE WELL by David H. Kel-
ler M.D.
LIGEIA by Edgar Allan Poe
BACK BEFORE THE MOON by S. Omar
Barker
Editor's page
ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN FIC-
TION AND JOURNALISM
Cover by ROBERT CLEWELL



STARTLING MYSTERY STORIES #16

Novelettes
THE TEMPLE OF DEATH by David H.
Keller, M.D.
THE DEVIL'S ROSARY by Seabury
Quinn

Short Stories
THE SMELL by Francis Flagg
THE SILVER BULLET by Phyllis A.
Whitney
THE MAN WHO COLLECTED EYES by
Eddy C. Bertin
Cover by RICHARD SCHMAND

VENTURE -- May

Complete Novel
HIJACK by Edward Wellen
Short Stories
THE EVERGREEN LIBRARY by Bill
Pronzini & Jeffrey Wallmann
THE BIG FIGHT by C.G. Cobb
THE SCARRED MAN by Greg Benford

Current Issue
ANALOG -- April

Serial
THE SIREN STARS by Richard and
Nancy Carrigan
Novelettes
HERE, THERE BE WITCHES
ett B. Cole
QUIET VILLAGE by David McDaniel
THE LIFE PRESERVERS by Hank
Dempsey
Short Stories
COME YOU NIGH: KAY SHUNS by Law-
rence A. Perkins
SEED STOCK by Frank Herbert
Science
A CASE OF OVERPROTECTION by Haz-
el Mosely
Editorial
FILTERED NEWS by JWC
Cover by KELLY FREAS from
There be Witches"

by Ever-

"Here

ACE RELEASES FOR APRIL

Ellison, Harlan THE GLASS TEAT.
29350. $1.25

Goulart, Ron AFTER THINGS FELL
APART. 00950. 75¢

Howatch, Susan THE DEVIL ON LAMM-

AS NIGHT  (supernat. horror)
14286. 60¢

Norton, Andre HIGH SORCERY. 33700
60¢

Richmond, Walt & Leigh POSITIVE
CHARGE and GALLAGHER'S GLACIER.
27235. 75¢

Scheer, K.-H. & Xurt Mahr
RHODAN #5: The Vega
65974, 75¢

Van Vogt, A.E. THE FAR-OUT WORLDS
OF A.E. VAN VOGT. 22811. 75¢%

Verne, Jules TIGERS AND TRAITORS.
80900. 60¢

PERRY
Sector.

COMING FROM BELMONT

Elliott, John DRAGON FEAST. B95-
2009, May. 95¢

Van Arnam, Dave WIZARD OF STORMS.
(sequel to The Players of Hell)
B75-2015, May. 75¢

Farmer, Philip Jose
B75-2016, May. 75¢

Coblentz, Stanton THE MOON PEOPLE
B75-2024, June. 75¢

GATE OF TIME.

POPULAR LIBRARY MAY RELEASES
Haining, Peter, ed. THE MIDNIGHT
PEOPLE. 01359. 75¢
Williams, Robert Moore THE RETURN
OF JONGOR. 02511. 60¢

COMING FROM WALKER

Anderson, Colin  MAGELLAN. May.
$4.95
Silverberg, Robert NIGHTWINGS.
June. $u4.95
Classified

WANTED -- COMICS:
Twilight Zone #28; PAPERBACK:
Phantom of the Opera (Popular
Library) Will pay reasonable
price. D. Paskow, 817 West 66th
Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 19126

MISKATONIC UNIVERSITY MUG: Send
today for this attractive black
mug, with silver lettering, 28
oz. size. $6.00 by mail (add
25¢ west of Mississippi), or
$5.00 at conventions. Frank
Dietz, c¢/o Luna Publications

Phantom #29,
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SF and the Cinema

A WHALE OF A TALENT
by Chris Steinbrunner

I feel that I, too, must disagree with my good friend Ken Beale's
evaluation of James Whale, and I think him a director important enough
to merit this additional discussion. Indeed, I'm surprised Ken was able
to dismiss such of his children as Frankenstein, The Bride of Franken-
stein and The Invisible Man so lightly. Despite the Famous Monsters
following these are some of the landmark films of our genre, and they
certainly pass one of the major criteria of the classic cinema: enduring
popularity. No matter, I'm glad Ken has finally found James Whale
through J.B. Priestley's 0ld Dark House, shown last fall at the New York
Film Festival. Good film, good thriller, good use of Karloff, whom Whale
had indeed discovered. More a tale of mystery and horror, and the found-
er of a whole school of mystery cinema to which it has given its name.
But I feel strongly that Priestley is as much responsible for making it
a connoisseur's film as was Whale.

Nearly all of Priestley's superbly constructed story -- about some
couples in a car marooned during a stormy night, and the strange house
with weird occupants they find -- and all his wild characters are trans-
ferred by Whale intact. Whole scenes of dialogue are almost unaltered.
Indeed, Priestley's bock is almost a perfect scenario. The only major
change is the ending: in the book cynical war veteran Melvyn Douglas,
just as he has been given new hope through a romantic relationship,
falls to his death down a staircase in a fight with the brutish butler
Karloff. 1In the film he falls as well -- but recovers. Aside from this
tacked-on happy finish, much of the film's genius is Priestley's... and
not all the credit should be given Whale.

Unfortunately, it was the best contribution Priestley was ever to
make the films. All his time-experimentation fantasies -- Dangerous
Corner, They Came to a City, An Inspector Calls -- never made great
screen adaptations; and his classic comedy of English music-hall 1life,
The Good Companions, which cries out for filming and indeed was filmed
twice, in neither case made much of a mark.

And Whale, despite The 0ld Dark House, despite Frankenstein, was
not without flaws -- flaws which seemed to grow as he passed his period
of greatest impact in the early thirties. Rather than being trapped in
the thriller genre (does Ken suggest this actually?), he made all sorts
of films, from musicals like Show Boat to adventures like Green Hell,
and he actually started out with the anti-war Journey's End. He public-
ly declared he was not a horror director, and he wasn't; he was more of
a gothic type, specializing in the eccentric and the bizarre. He pre-
ferred to mingle his terror with touches of elegance and aristocratic
decay -- to be seen in nearly all his films from the Byron-Shelley pro-
logue and Ernest Thesiger scenes in Bride of Frankenstein to the Smart
Set couples ruffled by murder during a night of yacht club parties in
Remember Last Night. Ultimately this gothic macabre weighed down his
straight films, and by the end of the thirties he found himself out of
demand. He was the first British director to be imported into this
country, and His early reputation was built largely on thrillers. Iron-
ically, the second major director to be imported from England, a decade
late, Alfred Hitchcock, also made his mark in thrillers. But by that
time Whale's career was largely over. He had an odd personal 1life --
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Two movies-made-for-television are being converted into series
shows of interest next season. The Immortal, from the James Gunn book
(an ABC Movie of the Week reviewed in the January LUNA), has Christopher
George continuously on the run because his blood contains antibodies and
curative powers that make him immune to all disease and, barring violent
death, immortal. Everyone is after him because this immortality can be
transferred -- with transfusions. Our hero's weekly problems will be
twofold: (a) escaping those pursuers who are quite literally out for his
blood; (b) deciding which of the deserving sick he can help with his
bedy. Undoubtedly -- because our Immortal is practically unstoppable --
some stronger sort of kryptonite factor will have to be introduced, but
it shapes up as an intriguing series idea anyway.

Louis Jordan as psychic-investigator psychiatrist David Sorell,
hero of NBC World Premiere's Fear No Evil last year and Ritual of Evil
this past month, will have six episodes in a novel anthology TV slot

coming next year -- for six more psychic adventures. Fear No Evil with
its satanic cult was quite good, but the more recent Ritual of Evil
dragged woefully -- until a bang-up witch coven ending. Trimming the

future stories down to an hour will probably help. Obviously there is a
good deal of reaching back to Carnacki and Weird Tales, and happily
there 1is not the slightest bit of condescension to its supernatural
plots.

L Y
wow oW

SCREAM AND SCREAM AGAIN, an American Intermational Pictures release.
Based on THE DISORIENTATED MAN by Peter Saxon (reissued in February by
Paperback Library as a movie tie-in: SCREAM AND SCREAM AGAIN. 63-273.
60¢) Produced by Max J. Rosenberg & Milton Subotsky. Executive pro-
ducer, Louts M. Heyward. Directed by Gordon Hessler, screenplay by
Christopher Wicking. Starring Vincent Price, Christopher Lee and Peter
Cushing. Rumning time: 95 minutes. MPAA rating: M

An athlete jogs down a suburban lane. Suddenly he sinks unconsci-
ous into the grass. When he wakes he is in a hospital bed. He looks
down at his body and, to his horror, he sees that one of his legs has
been amputated. All he can do is Seream and Scream Again -- in American
International's giddy new Grand Guignol piece, somewhat less formula
than the traditional AIP product these past years, and certainly deserv-
ing of a sit-through. If only to try to puzzle out the macabre events
which director Gordon Hessler (who also did The Oblong Box, reviewed in
the December LUNA) has linked together 1like bloodwurst. In London,
girls are murdered by a human vampire. Behind the Iron Curtain, a young
officer selectively kills his superiors with a one-handed grip of iron
which breaks their backs. Back in that London hospital, the athlete
finds more of his limbs have been removed. When the police capture the
vampire, a young fellow hanging about dancehalls, he frees himself from
being handcuffed by ripping off his hand. Later, when capture again
seems certain, he flings himself into a--- but the rest you must find
out for yourself. The answers, when they do come, are both medical and
political, and are the weakest part of the film, especially a climax

scene that is very unsatisfying. But Seream and Scream Again -- with
its trio of horror stars: Vincent Price, Christopher Lee, Peter Cushing,
really the last fellows still around -- is the freshest if not the best

blood-sport to turn up in years.
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ernat) Macmillan, Feb. $6.95

Sherburne, Zoa THE GIRL WHO KNEW
TOMORROW (juv esp) Morrow, March
$3.95

Simak, Clifford D. OUT OF THEIR

MINDS. Putnam, April. $4.95
WONDER AND GLORY: The Story of
the Universe (juv nf) St.Martin

Feb. $5.95

Volckman-Delabesse, Thelma THE

LITTLE TREE (juv fty, tr) Doub-
leday, Sept. $4.50
West, Richard TOLKIEN CRITICISM:
A Checklist. Kent State Univ.
Press, Jan. $5.75
PAPERBACKS

Allen, Henry Wilson GENESIS FIVE
(repr) Pyramid T2162, Feb. 75¢

Anderson, Poul SEVEN CONQUESTS:
An Adventure in Science Fiction
(repr, coll) Collier 00907, Feb
95¢

Baum, L. Frank THE MUSICAL FANTA-
SIES OF L. FRANK BAUM. Ford
Press, 1969. n.p.

Baxter, John  SCIENCE FICTION IN
THE CINEMA (nf) A. S. Barnes
7416, March. $2.u45

Bernanos, Michel THE OTHER SIDE
OF THE MOUNTAIN (repr, marg.
fty) Dell 6741, Feb. 95¢

Burke, John, adapt. MOON ZERO TWO
Signet Pu165, Feb. 60¢

Caidin, Martin FOUR CAME BACK
(repr) Bantam N4870, Feb. 95¢

Carter, Lin THONGOR AND THE DRAG-
ON CITY (rev. of Thongor of Lem-
uria) Berkley X1799, Feb. 60¢

Clark, Paul O. GULLIVER DICTIONARY
Haskell Comparative Literature
series no.150-8383-0015-4, TFeb.
$1.90

Clarke, Arthur C. THE PROMISE OF

SPACE (nf, rev. ed) Pyramid,
V2157, Feb. $1.25
Cleve, John BARBARANA (ssf)

Brandon 6126. $1.95

Coffman, Virginia MOURA (supernat
horror, reissue) Ace 54380, Feb
60¢

Daniels, Gil 1999 SEX EROTICS.

Classic Publ. SAL 416. $1.95
del Martia, Astron ONE  AGAINST
TIME. Paperback 63-270, March.
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60¢

Dreyfuss, Ernst FROZEN FOR LIFE.
Tower T060-11, Feb. 60¢

Lord Dunsany AT THE EDGE OF THE
WORLD  (fty vrepr) Ballantine
01879, March. 95¢

Eager, Edward HALF MAGIC (juv fty

repr) Harcourt Voyager AVB59,
75¢

Ellwood, Gracia Fay GOOD NEWS FROM
TOLKIEN'S MIDDLE EARTH. Eerdman
1285. $2.45

Fellini, Federico FELLINI'S SA-
TYRICON. Ballantine 018639, Feb.
$3.95

Frank, Pat ALAS, BABYLON (reissue)
Bantam SP4841, Feb. 75¢

Golding, Morton J. NIGHT MARE.
Dell 6422, March. 60¢

Gray, Rod BLOW MY MIND (sex sup-
ernat) Tower T-095-3. 95¢

Heinlein, Robert A., ed. TOMORROW
THE STARS (reissue) Berkley

S1i426, Dec. 75¢

Howard, Robert E., & L. Sprague de
Camp  CONAN THE FREEBOOTER (re-
issue, v.3) Lancer 75119, March
35¢

Howard, Robert E., L. Sprague de
Camp & Lin Carter CONAN (reiss-
ue, v.l) Lancer 75104, March.
95¢
CONAN OF CIMMERIA (reissue, v.2)
Lancer 75072, March. 95¢
CONAN THE WANDERER (reissue, v.
4) Lancer 74976, March. 95¢

Hughart, Sarah GIRL FROM YESTERDAY
(supernat. horror) Avon V2326,

Feb. 75¢
Irving, Washington  TALES OF THE
ALHAMBRA  (supernat, reissue)

Avon Camelot 7ZS159, Jan. 60¢
James, Gunthar THE WITCH'S SPELL
(sex supernat, repr) Tiburon

House, Rear Window Series 105,
Nov. $1.95
Kelley, Leo P. THE ACCIDENTAL
EARTH Belmont B75-1088, Feb. 75¢
Knight, Damon BEYOND THE BARRIER
(reissue,orig: The Tree of Time)
Macfadden 60-4u44, Feb. 60¢
Koontz, Dean R. THE DARK SYMPHONY
Lancer 74621, March. 75¢
Laumer, Keith RETIEF AND THE WAR-
LORDS (repr) Berkley X1800, Feb
60¢
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